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ORIGINAL PREFACE 
 

This paper was compiled for the Clergy of the Cranmer 
Deanery, by way of preparation for the 500th anniversary of his 
birth in 1489. The meeting was within a few yards of his 
Nottinghamshire home: after a Eucharist, which in pattern and 
words derived largely from his skill and diligence. 

 
A. Inglis 
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INTRODUCTION 
Thomas More, Lord Chancellor, warned Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, how precarious the 

service of Henry VIII was liable to be: 'If my head could win him a castle in France... it would not fail to 

go...' In fact Henry's relationship with Cranmer was from beginning to end one of mutual support and 

encouragement. It even survived Cranmer's confession, during the imposition of the 'Six Articles’. Which 

abolished clerical marriage. Cranmer had to acknowledge the existence of his German wife. 

 

Cranmer, like all Tudor men of affairs, lived precariously. A letter to the Council concerning the difficulties 

in printing the 1552 Prayer book reveals Cranmer's problems. With Henry's death scholarship and a firm 

grasp of men and affairs had departed. The reign of Edward VI was a maelstrom of conflicting interests and 

opinions. It takes little reading between the lines of the letter to make clear that Cranmer was concerned to 

keep the pattern of the 1549 Book as intact as possible. He was probably himself by then however, more 

disposed to submit to Continental agitations. He remarks upon the fact that a speedy reply had been 

required by the Lords on the Council. He noted that the Bishop of London 'had not yet come' (probably, in 

fact, not far to come...). One of the points he is concerned to make has to do with the query as to the posture 

required by Scripture for the receiving of the Holy Communion... sitting or standing? Cranmer points out, 

gently, that if Our Lord 'rose from Supper', it could only imply from a reclining position according to 

Eastern custom. He urges the wisdom of the Council to consider 'unquiet spirits like nothing but what is 

after their fancy and seem intent on making trouble when things be most quiet and in good order. If such 

men be heard... although the Book be made every year anew, yet it should not lack faults in their opinion'. 

Further he regards such disposition to wrangle about texts is the main error of the 

 

Anabaptists and other sects. He urges the consideration of the importance of Parliament Reformation and 

the danger of subversion of all order in religion, as well as in 'common policy', could not be disregarded 

with impunity. It has been observed that the 1549 book was the result of deformation, but the 1552, bore the 

marks of a process of deformation. Much has been made of Cranmer's timidity, deviousness and shifts of 

opinion; but there can be no doubt that from within the danger of a London awash with Government 

inspired Puritan agitation, the intervention of even Calvin himself, and other foreign attempts to influence 

events, that Cranmer's steadiness in adversity was more than sufficient to preserve the essentials of the 

Henrician pattern and with it, a main line of the tradition of English worship and teaching. It was more than 

assailed in the next decades. When the exiles in Geneva returned in the reign of Elizabeth, primed to assert 

a Calvinist regime in Church and State, the mainspring of the Anglican enterprise was in the work of 

Cranmer. The study of the Articles is probably now much in desuetude. The Books of Common Prayer were 

abiding achievements of Cranmer's scholarship and skill which ensured the recovery of the main line of 

Church of England practice and teaching. There has been continuity through all the change. The golden 
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thread of it is discernible in the work of CRANMER. The study of Liturgy is capable of testing the 

resources of the most devoted and learned of scholars. Nowadays, those with least equipment in scholarship 

and devotion are the most apt to be aggressively opinionated, and bereft of that gift of humility which 

Cranmer possessed and with it an ability to bring from all the tension with which he was beset, that which is 

of imperishable worth. 
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THOMAS CRANMER 
The approach of the 5OOth anniversary of Cranmer's birth suggests (not least in Nottinghamshire), 

Some assessment of his importance both in the and uncertainties of Tudor times and in the longer term 

towards the understanding of his contribution towards much that is still essential in both Church and Nation, 

and also some more than good reason to cherish a high regard for abiding. Achievement. 

 

It means trying to disentangle from all perplexing and unworthy much treasure that is which does not perish 

in the using. 

 

Born in Aslockton, second son of Thomas Cranmer with apparently some family connection with 

Willoughby Lincolnshire. Perhaps the name Cranmer some Norman connection. Certainly 

A yeoman ie. Man of common rank below a gentleman – a minor squire, a freeholder and a class in Tudor 

times often found in a royal household. Cranmer became, according to his secretary, Ralph Morice, most 

proficient in country sports, especially horsemanship of high order and adept in falconry, There are 

connections with Southwell and Newark, indeed the Bingham Church, as the place of education, where he 

recalled with distaste learning his grammar of a rude parish clerk in that barbarous time', After the early 

death of his father, his mother sent him to Cambridge. Again he refers to 'the slovenliness and inefficiency 

of his tutor'. Nine years later, he became a Fellow of Jesus College, i.e. about 1511. His marriage to 'Black 

Joan', a relation of the proprietor of the Dolphin Inn, suspended the Fellowship. 

.

Probably he really desired at that time to become a lawyer. But within a year, his wife died. He resumed his 

fellowship and sought orders. 

 

The account of his introduction to Henry VIII is a curiously unlikely story at first sight, ie. The escape from 

the sleeping sickness epidemic: staying at Waltham in Essex with relations of his mother, tutor to the boys 

of his family; with as fellow lodgers Gardiner and Edward Fox, counsellors to Henry VIII: the chance 

remark that an appeal to the Universities of Europe would hasten the King's business.... 

It was all a process by which a quietly occupied scholar was brought within the sweep of great affairs and 

events. 

It is intriguing that the most popular name (according to the gentleman who so assiduously collects the facts 

and writes to the Times newspaper) is THOMAS. So it was in medieval days. In the Cranmer story, the 

name Thomas appears six times. There is the shadow of a Richard but only one Harry. Henry VIII to begin 

with was the quintessence of a Renaissance Prince. He deteriorated towards the end of his long reign of 

thirty-eight years into a self-willed and violent ruffian. But the relationship with Cranmer' never faltered 

from loyalty and trust on both sides. Cranmer held the unhappy king's hand at his death and thereafter 
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allowed his beard to grow as a mark of perpetual grief. In the light of subsequent events there was indeed 

reason for much sorrow and affliction. Thomas Wolsey incurred the wrath of Henry VIII by expensive 

foreign failures. Henry VII had warned his son that the way to disaster was to get into debt and impose 

taxation. 

The dissolution of the monasteries and the spoliation of the shrines was made urgent by Henry VIII's need 

for ready cash. The monasteries were in fact themselves often in debt, mismanagement and disarray. 

Thomas Cromwell was relentless as the agent of the King's will and in the end paid the price of the hatred 

he incurred by being destroyed himself. Cranmer tried to plead for his life, even though he had suffered 

much enmity at Cromwell's hands. 

Clearly, Cranmer hoped that resources would be made available for a variety of educational projects, but 

even Trinity College Cambridge was inadequately funded and Wolsey's Christ Church only barely survived. 

The destruction was enormous. Cranmer has been criticised for not impeding the progress of the spoliation; 

he did care however about the Universities, as the creation of Regius Professorships shows; also when 

Canterbury became a Dean and Chapter enterprise there is the note he made about the controversy that only 

gentlemen's sons should be admitted. He firmly supported poor men's children as essential. The picture of 

the time is of almost endless flux and uncertainty. Henry VIII was constantly in danger of what seemed to 

be unavoidable disaster. But his strong will and his shrewd manipulation of men and affairs enabled him to 

more than survive. 

Cranmer was an inveterate intriguer, as many of his comp temporaries tended to be. Henry VIII often 

immersed him in business, drawing incessantly upon Cranmer's immense skill and patience. There is the 

amusing story of the bear and the documents lost by Morice in the Thames. German contacts enriched the 

effectiveness of Cranmer's spies. The closure of the Calais staple as a warning to Dutch merchants not to 

plot with the ~Emperor, depended on Cranmer's information. 

F3ut to return to the two Thomas's... Nothing in the entire reign was more unbridled and savage than the 

destruction and spoiling of the shrine of Thomas Becket. He had defied the King: but the result of his 

martyrdom was the humiliation of Henry II and reaffirmation of Papal power and authority. Wolsey had 

sealed his fate when during the Divorce debate, the King personally was summoned to Greenwich before a 

Papal court. The point was not lost. Cranmer never forgot it either. 

It is- hard for us to appreciate fully the implication of the notion of Luther's 'godly prince'. 

But Tudor scholars many of whom in Church and State were lawyers knew the importance of the balance of 

powers. Government means steering a boat. Coverdale's 'Lord our Governor' translation of Psalm 8 'How 

excellent is thy name in all the world' is not in the Hebrew but a valid description of the Divine Order. 

The outcome of the discussion between St. Thomas More and Cranmer in April 1534 and in the Lambeth 

Commission to whom More refused to swear the Oath of Supremacy in the form the King required is 

revealing as a study of contrasting characters. Previously More had joked with his son-in-law Roper about 

Cranmer’s ingenuity to trying to twist words into an acceptable meaning. In fact, both were excessive in 
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tending towards an extreme opinion. Much water was to pass through the bridges before some sense of 

balance and direction was secured. 

Clearly, More was not prepared to be economical with the truth: Cranmer made obedience to the King his 

overriding concern. Later this doctrine of loyalty to Queen Mary was put to the firmest and test. He did not 

survive. Thomas Becket's body was removed from the Canterbury shrine and cast into a dunghill. Cranmer's 

body after his appalling suffering and death was thrown into the Oxford town ditch. 

What are the real lessons of the suffering of the distinguished, holy and learned London Carthusians whom 

More watched on the way to the scaffold and of Cranmer and his friends? Henry left a devastation. It is the 

amazing fact that Ann Bolyn s daughter began another age... the age of the New World both of geographical 

discovery and the development of inductive science. The real unity for which More prayed could can only 

be secured by sound learning and in alliance with a sense of balance and direction. In the troubled and 

unhappy reign of Edward VI, Cranmer produced his 1549 and 1552 Prayer Books. Much work had been 

done in 1541 at Windsor in Henry VIII's time. It is possible to criticise many defects not least the muddle of 

the Canon and the change in the Sarum pattern of Baptism. BUT more positively Cranmer preserved a 

theme of continuity which would have lost, presenting worship both Catholic and Reformed. And as George 

Herbert said, 'a practical divinity'. 

After the Great Rebellion and in much disillusion John Milton could write: 

In discourse more sweet 

(for eloquence the soul: song charms the sense) 

Others sat on a hill retired 

In thought more elevate and reasoned high of providence,  

foreknowledge will and fate Fixed fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute  

And found no one: in wandering MAZES lost. 

 

At the Restoration 1662 emerged after the turmoil’s and confusions of the 'prophesying' and the 

unwholesome tyrannies of the sectaries, there was some fulfilment of the ancient promise of a 'high wayshall 

be there and a way in which wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein'. Thanks largely to Cranmer 

there had been a continuity through change. 

 

Recently the revision of the BCP was urged because f3CP was a liturgy devised by dons for dons. 

Nonsense; Bishop F. R. Barry the son of a quite learned country parson, often said that Cranmer came alive 

when BCP was used within setting of a country church. Bishop Latimer's sermon before Edward VI made 

the point 'My father was a yeoman and had no lands of his own, only he had a farm three or four pound by 

year at the uttermost... he kept me at school or else I had not been able to preach before your King's majesty 

now'. The group which began the process of reform at Windsor under Henry VIII and Cranmer were aiming 

at a HCP for small communities close to the soil and a dependence upon being godly and quietly governed, 
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whose lives like the BCP calendar marked the changing seasons. After 1660 no doubt people like John 

Evelyn rejoiced to have access to the BCP liturgy; but clearly the ordinary people and their local leaders, 

squires and so on, delighted in using again without disfavour the country customs and village observances. 

Cranmer complained about controversy which was 'binding and loosing, subtle questions subverting the 

order of all godliness'. Study of the appalling problems of a nineteenth century Bishop of Southwell, George 

Ridding, makes it clear that there can be no place for a laudator temporis acti any more than idealising the 

l8th C. But what Cranmer secured, has been a firm basis for continuity. 

Consider also the fact that the Pilgrim Fathers, setting out from Nottinghamshire, in 1620, longing for 

religious freedom and escape from what they regarded as an intolerable slavery soon became more and 

more immersed in dissension and quarrels, often of a most bitter implacable kind. William Penn and Roger 

Williams are notable examples. 

 

J. H. Newman took over from Dean Church the notion of DEVELOPMENT ie. Evolution. A ~ better 

description of the progress of doctrine is DISTILLATION. This is a better account of the various shifts and 

changes of Cranmer's process of reform and of the notion, already introduced, of GOVERNMENT. 

Cranmer was most skilful in preservation of essentials and monitoring it all in the ordering of his 

straightforward and memorable prose. 

The Great Bible was a magnificent achievement. Miles Coverdale published in 1535 a complete Bible 

dedicated to the King. It gathered together significant previous work, however the Great Bible itself of 1539 

became known as Cranmer's Bible. He wrote a Preface. His encouragement and support of Richard Grafton, 

the printer, who also composited the First Prayer Book, reveals Cranmer at his competent best. Professor 

Emile Legouis of the Sorbonne wrote 'the result of Cranmer's direction was to produce cadences... such as 

to lift up the hearts of the faithful... Latin sonority has passed into a tongue which seemed hardly able to 

contain it. The mingling of the Saxon and French elements of the language is perfect. The disjointed and 

jarring character of pure Saxon has been eliminated... Everything contracts, blends, harmonises. These 

chosen sounds must be imagined rolling from the lips of a clergyman, a skilled reader giving rhythm to the 

congregation ... sonorous and melodious phrases repeated every Sunday in every Church in England. Only 

thus can the impulse be understood which such a model could give to a language as yet indefinite and in 

search of paths.' The genius of Cranmer is to be discovered in his skilful marshalling of resources and a 

sense of direction. 

 

The recent revival of the word EUCHARIST solves his dilemma of either a MASS or a COMMUNION. 

But his work has all been preserved and is available to revive and revise. 

What from all the kaleidoscope of tangles and debates about Cranmer must be kept in view? First a word 

about St. Thomas the Apostle. Thomas was never, probably because of the Eastern connection, very popular 

with Rome. Recently the Alternative Service Book has moved his day from December 2lst to July, ie. the 
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Roman date. Henry VIII in his raging abolished observance of Thomas Becket. There was trouble in his 

reign about the Dog days and the need to keep holidays apart from Lammas to ensure efficient harvesting. 

Cranmer saved confusion and much else, by securing the BCP date, December 21, i.e. the shortest, darkest 

day, when all is at lowest ebb. 'BE NOT FAITHLESS but BELIEVE IN GOD’ are important before the 

mystery of the Incarnation the affirmation 'MY LORD and my GOD', strongest expression in the Gospels of 

the Creed. Was it a touch of genius or derived from the sacramentary of York or elsewhere? But there is a 

further point. One sign for Thomas is norma, in Latin meaning a set square. Cranmer of course against all 

the trend of the Lutheran order books and the Puritan negations kept the KALENDAR intact. Time and 

eternity continued to intertwine (using eternity, not in the sense of going on for ever, but having abiding, 

changeless and thus eternal value). Therefore a great work of art corn pares with the ephemeral titillation, 

loose knit disconnection of a radio show. The word is discussed by Isidore of Seville as meaning EXTRA 

QUAM NIHIL RECTUM FIRERI POTEST, i.e. 'without which nothing is able to be built.' The Book of 

Common Prayer was meant to be the NORM for teaching, YEAR IN YEAR OUT. Cranmer is to blessed 

not because he composed much but he assembled, edited and translated with incomparable humility and 

diligence. 

 

A fine old farming man who spent his life in fields familiar to Cranmer tended to wish that he had been 

'blessed a classical education'. He was a man well versed in literature and always; ready with comment on 

the mood and tenses of the seasons. He loved to sing the 'Church Service'. He needed to be reminded that 

thanks to Cranmer his knowledge of the Psalms and the Prayers brought the setting of his life within the 

movement not only of the seasons but intertwined week by week with Christian teaching. In Plato's Apology 

Socrates as he faces death poses the question as to how men 'might learn to live well'. The second collect in 

Cranmer's Morning Prayer is a daily reminder that it is by God's grace, God's gift of a new day and also 

grace and power to live well. The concept of 'normal' teaching in education has been more than discouraged 

in favour of experimental methods based upon a succession of psychological theories. The famous 

Aberdonian school master who produced a whole string of notable pupils, including a Prime Minister, from 

his tiny school had a basic principle 'You must master: when you have mastered one thing you are well on 

the way to mastering all things'. The injunction was to get the first beginnings of knowledge and learning 

firm and secure: then the foundation is made for further reasoned progress. The rule of Saint Benedict was 

known to his disciples, great builders indeed, as the 'norma monasticorum'. It is more than likely that 

Cranmer learned his Latin by whatever teaching skill his 'barbarous' tutor employed, mainly by learning by 

heart from repeated familiarity with the Latin service material and in particular the Introits. Perhaps there is 

merit in the notion that the ending of the Advent season should be marked again by the quiet assurance of 

Saint Thomas' affirmation together with the fulfilment as the Gospel for Low Sunday within the Easter 

setting. 
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There are two more Thomas names to be brought into the story, Thomas I3ecket and Thomas More. They 

have to do with the importance now and still more then, of the Royal Prerogative. Dick, ie. Richard III was 

a potent ghost, a powerful memory of the devastation and disorder of the Wars of the Roses. There was a 

widespread desire, however imperfectly achieved, to be 'godly and quietly governed'. 

Henry VIII was consistently autocratic and self-willed; but in fact, he was too shrewd to be an autocrat. At 

his most dangerous and outrageous he was aware of the importance of a show of legality. He maintained 

always a concern for the support or at least the goodwill of Parliament. Moreover local government was 

kept local. The great magnates who mopped up the monastic and Church lands were not so significant as the 

minor country gentlemen and yeomen. Despite possessing no standing army, his policy paid off in avoiding 

worse and worse disorder. 

But the margin was narrow. One of his worst rages was visited upon the Lincolnshire rebels. They were 

operating too near essential routes. The Pilgrimage of Grace was indeed serious. But again he more than 

survived, but with blackest of marks for treachery. 

James I, began to chop off his son's head at Newark during his progress to London... There was an incident 

in the crowd when he ordered a pickpocket to be summarily executed; the people were incensed that a 

freeborn Englishman should be punished without trial. The Tudor times were times of incessant change, but 

flowing through it all was a development, from Anglo-Saxon days, of the Common Law. Henry was always 

too astute to add to his necessary enemies a superfluous opposition. CRANMER was, of course, a lawyer. It 

is customary-in Lambeth Palace to be asked to gaze up in reverence towards a gallery in what is now the 

Chapel on being told that there Cranmer sat composing the BCP. The account of his daily programme by 

his faithful Ralph Morice is indeed moving. Rising at 5 a.m., he worked at his books until after breakfast at 

nine. But the picture of the saintly withdrawn scholar breaks down somewhat... and often at what seems to 

be crucial points. 

What picture are do we assemble in our mind, as we think about Cranmer and the Church of England which 

he preserved for us from amidst all the suffering and confusion of his times? In the National Portrait Gallery 

is a painting by FLISSIUS (or FLIOCE). In the Great Hall at Southwell there is probably a copy. Flicce was 

notorious for the savage treatment of his sitters. It is not a pleasant portrait; and it is certainly a thousand 

pities that Cranmer was not painted by his great contemporary Hans Holbein the Younger. It is thought that 

the surpassingly beautiful frontispiece of the Great Bible is by Holbein himself. In The National Gallery 

there are two pictures, which more than comment on Cranmer's times. In 1553, the Ambassadors seems a 

conundrum collection of unrelated images. Jean de Dinteville was five times ambassador to England. The 

picture records the date: the very moment when Anne Bolyn became Queen, crowned by CRANMER who 

rode to the Abbey and to the Westminster Hall banquet in de Dinteville's coach. Why amongst other things 

is there Luther's Hymn book: open at the 'Veni Creator Spiritus', set upon the ancient pavernent of the 

sanctuary in Westminster Abbey? Another comment concerns the presentation of Georges de Salve, a 

much-travelled agent of the French King to the Emperor, Venice and the Pope. There is a touch of cynicism 
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in that, although clad as a Bishop he was not ordained. But he was Bishop, living no doubt in the splendid 

little walled castle and drawing the revenues. Another splendid glimpse of the times is nearby in the portrait 

of CHRISTINA of Denmark, Duchess of Milan. It was painted for Henry VIII as an on approval' in a 

marriage negotiation. Wisely, however, the young lady declined, fiercely, not wishing to be involved... 

having, as she declared, only one head, was concerned to keep it intact. Perhaps the Fliccius portrait of 

Cranmer sets him, howbeit rather awkwardly, in his study with his famous notebooks. We might imagine 

another earlier picture of Little Germany in Cambridge where a group of friends dedicated to the New 

Learning discussed not only men and affairs but also the implications for scholarship and the New World 

which Holbein's Ambassadors picture depicts. And among the company Matthew Parker, Elizabeth 1st 

Archbishop, co-operating with the astutely learned Queen in making not only the Settlement but carrying it 

forward with skill and learning more than akin to that of Cranmer himself, a revision of the BCP. 

Another picture might be drawn from the scene after the Battle of Pavia in which Cranmer collapsed in 

great tribulation at the horror of the battlefield. It was only the compassionate element in Cranmer's 

complex character which made him so eager to compromise beyond the control of the limits of exact truth, 

forgive and, be unwearied in conciliation; with more than an element therefore, of saintliness in his 

character. But there are, however, too many twists and turn$ to make it possible for him to be sanctified, 

therefore we have 'no saintly blissful martyr for us to seek'. Much traditional propaganda assessment derives 

powerfully from Reginald Pole's appallingly cruel letter to Cranmer on the night before the execution. The 

Protestant reaction has always been even more muted and uncertain, over the years, however, his abiding 

achievements and virtues have been brought into focus. Much is still rather muddled and uncertain. 

 

Perhaps he might be vindicated by another thought. Cranmer~ was probably not really distinguished as a 

scholar in Cambridge. But his younger contemporary Matthew Parker, most certainly was, and realised that 

to Cranmer was due the progress which Elizabeth 1st made possible. As Morice returned from exile, he was 

required to collect Cranmer's papers and books. 

We might end with an imaginative picture. It is of a boy with rising age of 15; about to go to Cambridge. 

On a May morning, his widowed mother would help him to saddle his pony before the youthful Cranmer 

would ride away toward a crossing in the Trent. Before 1927 the Fosse way bore little relationship to the 

fast moving 'A' route of recent times. For many centuries it had become merely a boundary as the 

connection with Rome declined. The cluster of Anglo-Saxon villages (all ending in name with the Saxon. 

ton or, tun denoting an area of grass land and cultivation) nearest the road marked by village churches about 

a mile from the Fosse itself. The crossing of the river Trent in modern days is by Gunthorpe Bridge; a name 

recalling the Danish settlement on the northern bank. Thus making his way along ancient trackways 

threading through the ruins of Margidunum towards the East Bridgford or crossing at 'ad Pontem', taking 

the Roman corduroy track to Southwell. The other route would have taken him towards Welbeck or 

Newstead (to whom he comm2nded his nephew for his son's education). OR perhaps along the river to the 
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Norman splendours of Thurgarton. Later one of his insistences was to take care about the singing of the 

services... so marvellously fulfilled by Merbacke and Bryd. Perhaps we might resolve to remember Cranmer 

as a practical genius who set the Church of England within a framework which could preserve the best of 

the past and make it possible in a way denied to the precise logicalities of the Latin and the Calvinist. It 

would be unwise to glamorise the state of the Nottinghamshire monastic establishments. But more than 

enough of the age-old worship of the Latin Church would persist to enthral and inspire the youthful 

Cranmer. The rhythms and tones of the worship no doubt sang in his mind and memory as he applied 

himself with, so much care and diligence to his liturgical work. It was conspicuous in listening to the 

suggestions and inc3eed demands of the foreign advisers: but he was, in the main, faithful in the 

presentation and careful use of the traditional material. In the end he did 'keep that which had been 

committed to his charge', a blessing to many past generations, and as always, responsibility to this. 

Cranmer was burnt at the stake on March 2lst 1556. The day is said to have been overcast and stormy. On 

the night previously Cranmer had concluded from the harrowing discussion with Dr. Cole, Provost of Eton, 

that nothing he could do or say would deliver him from a merciless intent of his enemies to extract from his 

death the extremity of degradation and humiliation, both of himself and all that he had striven to achieve. As 

he said his morning prayers before the jangling and the tumult of the day, his thoughts must have turned 

towards the quiet orderliness of his father's Nottinghamshire farm and hear again the Whatton bells in which 

he had delighted so much. In his last speech he became more true again to himself revoking his recantation. 

G.M. Trevelyan wrote 'It is more wonderful that he saw his way so clearly in the end, and held the hand, 

which had signed the recantation, in the fire until it was consumed. ...In that magnificent gesture the Church 

of England revived. 
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THOMAS, 7 
Thomas Becket, 8, 11 
Thomas Cranmer, 5, 7 
Thomas More, 5, 8, 12 
Thurgarton, 14 
Trent, 13 
Tudor, 5, 7, 8, 12 
Waltham, 7 
Wars of the Roses, 12 
Welbeck, 13 
Westminster Abbey, 12 
Westminster Hall, 12 
Whatton, 14 
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William Penn, 10 
Windsor, 9 

Wolsey, 8 
Wolsey's, 8 

 


